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266 BOOK REVIEWS. 

The multitude of questions constantly arising in conse- 
quence of the relation of municipal corporations to the persons 
who compose them, or to others, are only feebly suggested 
by the general sub-headings which indicate the subject matter 
of this chapter. We have no hesitation, however, in saying 
that the author displays a full appreciation of modern munici- 
pal conditions and the need of a thorough understanding 
thereof in order to a solution of the numerous complex 
problems arising. It is in consequence of this fact, and the 
thorough-going discussion of the subject resulting from such 
an attitude, that we believe the book finds a special claim to 
attention. 

The chapter on "The Powers of Municipal Corporations," 
requires for its adequate treatment profound scholarship. 
Such treatment it receives, but by this special reference to 
it we do not mean to intimate that the other chapters are not 
equally deserving of commendation. It is rather that here 
the ability of the author in his broad consideration of the 
interrelation of modern conditions with the rules of law finds 
special opportunity for its exercise. 

In the second volume the chapter on "Public Revenues" 
is concluded and there are chapters on "Governing Bodies," 
"Public Office and Officers," and "Public Property." The 
notes are unusually full and contain apparently complete 
citation of authorities, including, of course, the recent 
decisions. The author's purpose has been to state the general 
principles applicable to a question in the text and then to 
give the authorities sustaining the statement in the notes 
adding in certain instances quotations where these are 
especially apposite. 



Law of the Domestic Relations, Embracing Husband and 
Wife, Parent and Child, Guardian and Ward, Infancy and 
Master and Servant. By James Schouler, LL.D., Author 
of Treatises on " Bailments," " Personal Property," "Wills," 
"Executors," etc. Boston: Little, Brown & Co. 1905. 
Pp. xl., 421. 

Lawyers familiar with Schouler's original book on the 
Domestic Relations — and there are many such — will not need 
to have a new volume on this subject by this author com- 
mended to their favorable consideration. His treatment of 
this branch of the law has proved so satisfactory to the 
profession, and his name is so well established as an authority, 
that it is unnecessary for us to do more than refer to the 
special characteristics of the present volume. 



BOOK REVIEWS. 267 

It follows closely the plan of the original work, treating the 
topics above indicated, but the subject matter has been 
materially condensed, and the notes now include the important 
recent decisions. In this day of new editions of standard 
works brought down to date by inexperienced editors, it is 
particularly gratifying to meet with a volume, such as this, 
where the author himself has revised his own work, and has 
himself changed and amplified the notes so as to present 
satisfactorily modern authority. To the practicing lawyer 
particularly, who frequently finds the value of a law treatise 
in its reference to cases, notes prepared by an author of 
established scholarship are especially welcome. 

As a text-book for law students Schouler's work long ago 
won a place. The present volume, in view of its condensed 
treatment, is well adapted for this purpose. The author's 
experience as a teacher of law has no doubt made him 
unusually successful in preparing a book possessing this 
merit. 



Studies in American Elementary Law. By John C. 

Townes, LL.D., Professor of Law, University of Texas; 

Author of "Townes on Texas Pleading." Austin, Texas: 

Published by the Author, 1903. Pp. 490. 

In this book Professor Townes has applied the deductive 
method, and starting from certain principles has elaborated 
a very satisfactory treatise on the general rules of the law. 
We are accustomed to publications designed to instruct the 
layman in regard to legal principles as applied to the ordinary 
happenings of life. We have not been inclined to look upon 
publications of this sort with any special degree of favor. 
The present volume, however, is in no sense of this nature, 
but is designed to give to the student intending to enter the 
profession of law a broad survey of the subject which will 
enable him intelligently to pursue more thorough studies. 
To the man not intending to adopt the law as a calling, it 
will give an insight into its principles which will be valuable 
to him from the point of view of culture, but there is no 
pretense of assisting to solve his own legal difficulties. 

As a preliminary study for the prospective lawyer, the 
book is particularly well adapted. The style is clear and 
lucid, and covers the ground with remarkable completeness, 
considering the comparative brevity of the book. The sub- 
ject matter has been greatly condensed; so much so, that 
to the beginner there will probably be needed the guiding 
hand of a teacher. But, both in the classroom, at the proper 
stage of preparation, and in the office, where the law student 



